
Lesson management software – The lesson plan 
 
To be able to start and run a drum lesson using the lesson management software, you need to 
have students set up on your system. If you haven’t done this already, you need to refer back to 
the previous tutorial to get started. 
 
Starting and running a drum lesson is a very simple process and will not take a lot of your attention 
away from actually delivering the lesson. It will however, act as a powerful tool that will give you 
lots of information and save you time and effort. 
 
By following the few basic steps covered in this tutorial you will build up a complete record of every 
lesson your student has had, how well they have done in all areas and show you their strengths 
and weaknesses   
 
1. Starting a lesson for the first time 
 
When a student turns up for the first time, your first step is to set them up on your system (add a 
student) and then start a drum lesson.  
 
This is how to start a lesson: 
Select the student from the student list on the left hand pane on the student management page.  
Look at the lesson area on the bottom pane to check they have a progress level that ‘is current’. 
Click on the ‘Start lesson’ button to the right hand side. 
 

 
 

Doing this will open 2 new tabs called ‘Progress Level’ and ‘Lessons’. These can be found 
underneath the Backbone Drums logo at the top of the screen and allow you to move around 
between these 2 new areas and the ‘Manage student’ page. 
 

 



2. The lesson plan 
 
The page you will see first when starting a lesson is the ‘Lessons’ page. This is where you can 
record the details of the lesson and plan for the next lesson.  
 

 
 
In a student’s first lesson, there will be very little on this page but as they have more lessons there 
will be more information.  
 
The page is divided into 3 areas. 
 

1. Lesson plans – This will be a list of every lesson that student has had with details of each 
one 

2. Previous lesson – In a students first lesson this will be blank but when returning for 
subsequent lessons, this area will show what was covered last lesson, what is to be done in 
this lesson and what the student was supposed to practice. 

3. Current lesson – This section has 3 parts to it: 
i – Today’s lesson – Write a brief description of everything covered in the lesson. 
ii – Ideas for next lesson – Write ideas for the students next lesson based on what they 
have covered and how well they have achieved during this current lesson. 
iii – Practice – A short list of things the student needs to practice based on what they have 
covered this lesson and what they will be expected to achieve next lesson. Include page 
numbers and any other relevant information to help them remember what to do. 
 

An example of how this works is as follows:  
 
John Smith is in for his first drum lesson, so after adding him as a student, you get into the actual 
lesson. One of the first things to do is to teach him the names of all of the drums and cymbals, so 
this gets recorded like this: 
Todays lesson – Introduction to the drum kit – All drum and cymbal names 
Ideas for next lesson – Get John to name all of the drums and cymbals (sign off gold if he can 
remember them all) 
Practice – Learn the names of all drums and cymbals (page 2) 



 

 
 
Continue the rest of the lesson, recording everything you do in this way. At the end of the lesson 
you will be able to save this for your own records and print a copy out for your student. You will 
have achieved 3 things: 
 

1. You have an accurate record of everything you have done in the lesson. At a later date you 
can look through all previous lesson plans if needed. 

2. You have a lesson plan for this student’s next lesson based on what has happened today. 
This saves time preparing for it and allows a smooth start to the next lesson. 

3. Your student has a list of what they need to practice backed up with reminders of what they 
have covered in this lesson and a look ahead to what they are going to do next lesson. 



 
At the end of the lesson, the plan will look a bit like this: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Before clicking on ‘End lesson’, add the student’s next lesson date at the top of the page and print 
a copy for them to take home. It’s a good idea to provide all of your students with a ‘report file’ to 
keep all of their lesson plans in and maybe a ‘document wallet’ to keep their lesson plans and 
current book in. 

 
 
 
3. Next lesson 
 
Next time the student comes in for a lesson, this plan will show in the ‘Previous lesson’ area, 
which was blank before as there were no previous lessons. This will then be in front of you during 
the lesson to follow and refer back to.  
 

 
 
If you use this record correctly, you will never lose track of what your students have covered in 
their lessons and never ever have to ask, “what did we do last lesson?” Not only will your lessons 
be more professional and structured, you will save time and effort preparing for them. 
 
The next and final tutorial looks at the ‘Progress level’ tab. 


